
 
Herman Judelowitz

Born Aizpute, Latvia 

ca. 1896 

Herman was the oldest of nine children born to a Jewish family in the Latvian village 

of Aizpute. He was a World War I veteran, and after the conflict, in 1918, he fought 

for the establishment of a free Latvian republic. Two years later he married Sarah 

Gamper and they settled in the city of Liepaja, where they owned a shoe store. By the 

late 1920s they had two daughters, Fanny and Jenny.  

1933-39: Herman designed patterns for the uppers of shoes, which he used to 

fashion into finished shoes. His shoe store was in front of the workshop. In 1935 

Herman and Sarah had a third daughter, Liebele. Both Sarah and Herman were 

Zionists and they often collected money to help Jewish settlers purchase land in 

Palestine.  

1940-41: In June 1940 the Soviet Union occupied Latvia. The Soviets seized 

Herman's business and nationalized it, but Herman was forced to continue running his 

business. In June 1941 Germany invaded Latvia, and quickly reached Liepaja. The 

Germans immediately began roundups of Jewish males in the city, ostensibly for 

conscript labor details: none of these men ever returned. A month later, an order was 

issued for men of working age to report to the city square. Herman reported to the 

city square.  

In late July 1941, Herman and the rest of the men in his group were taken north to 
the village of Skeden. There they were shot and dumped into mass graves.  

 
 
Jacob Gamper 

Born Liepaja, Latvia 

ca. 1872 

Jacob was born to a Jewish family in the Baltic seaport of Liepaja. He owned a 

clothing store in the city, and also owned some apartments, from which he collected 

rent. After his wife died, Jacob, who had retired, moved in with his daughter Sarah.  

1933-39: Jacob was an avid reader. His favorite newspaper was Liepaja's German 

language daily, the Libauer Zeitung, which he liked to read in the garden and orchard 



around his daughter's home. On Sundays, "Grampa" would take his granddaughters 

Fanny and Jenny and other children from the neighborhood to the harbor. He would 

treat them to caramel candies, and they would sit and watch the ships.  

1940-41: In June 1940 the Soviet Union occupied Latvia. A year later, Germany 

invaded Latvia and reached Liepaja in one week. The Nazis immediately began 

rounding up Jewish males, ostensibly for conscript labor details. None of the men ever 

returned. The roundups abated for a few months until the night of December 15, 

when Latvian police began rousting Jews from their homes and taking them to prison. 

Those with work permits were released, but the rest were taken north to the village of 

Skeden.  

Jacob Gamper was among approximately 2,800 Jews massacred by Latvian and 
German gunmen in Skeden between December 15 and 17, 1941.  

 
 
Daniel Judelowitz 

Born Aizpute, Latvia 

ca. 1867 

Daniel was born to a Jewish family in the Latvian town of Aizpute. There, Daniel met 

and married Bella Hirschorn and together they opened a bakery-grocery in the town. 

In the 1920s they moved to Liepaja, on the Baltic coast, and opened a dry-goods 

store. The couple had 10 children, one of whom died in infancy.  

1933-39: The Judelowitzes' store sold fabric, accessories and various clothing items 

from buttons to shirts and stockings. After Daniel and Bella retired, their daughters 

took over the business. In 1939 Germany invaded Poland. Latvia, at the time, was 

still a free nation.  

1940-41: In June 1941, a year after the Soviets occupied Latvia, German troops 

entered Liepaja. Like all of Liepaja's Jews, Daniel and his wife were ordered to report 

to the local police station to register and to turn in their valuables. Within weeks of 

the occupation, the Germans carried out mass executions on the Baltic coast. These 

were halted in August. Then between September and December hundreds of Jewish 

men and women were killed because they were classified as "unfit for work."  



In 1941 on Yom Kippur, the Jewish Day of Atonement, Daniel and Bella were arrested 

and deported. Neither was ever heard from again 

 
 
Bella Judelowitz 

Born Kuldiga, Latvia

ca. 1871 

Bella, born Bella Hirschorn, was raised in a Jewish family in the Latvian town of 

Kuldiga. When she was a young woman, Bella moved to the small town of Aizpute, 

where she met and married Daniel Judelowitz. Together they opened a bakery-

grocery in the town. In the 1920s they moved to Liepaja and opened a dry goods 

store. The couple had 10 children, one of whom died in infancy.  

1933-39: The Judelowitzes' store sold fabric and various clothing items and 

accessories from buttons to shirts and stockings. After Bella and Daniel retired, their 

daughters took over the business. In 1939 Germany invaded Poland. Latvia, at the 

time, was still a free nation.  

1940-41: A year after the Soviets occupied Latvia, German troops entered Liepaja in 

June 1941. Bella and her husband were ordered, as were all of Liepaja's Jews, to 

report to the local police station to register and to turn in their valuables. Within 

weeks of the occupation, mass executions were carried out by the Germans on the 

Baltic coast. These were halted in August. Then between September and December 

hundreds of Jewish men and women were killed because they were classified as "unfit 

for work."  

In 1941 on Yom Kippur, the Jewish Day of Atonement, Daniel and Bella were arrested 
and deported. Neither was ever heard from again.  



 
 
Sarah Judelowitz 

Born Liepaja, Latvia 

ca. 1899 

Sarah, born Sarah Gamper, was one of four children born to a Jewish family in the 

Baltic port city of Liepaja. Her parents owned a general store there. At the outbreak of 

World War I, Sarah was studying piano at a conservatory in Russia. During World War 

I, she remained there to serve as a nurse. She returned to Liepaja, and after 

marrying Herman Judelowitz in 1920, settled there.  

1933-39: Sarah and Herman operated a shoe store in the front of their small shoe 

workshop. By 1935 they had three daughters, Fanny, Jenny and Liebele. Sarah and 

Herman were Zionists and they often helped collect money for Jewish settlers to buy 

land in Palestine.  

1940-43: In June 1941 the Germans reached Latvia and occupied Liepaja. That July, 

Herman was murdered by the Germans in a nearby village. For two years, Sarah and 

her daughters managed to avoid deportation because Fanny had protected status as a 

nurse. But in October 1943 they were deported to Kaiserwald, near Riga. On arriving, 

the deportees were divided--those able to work on one side, the infirm and the young 

on the other. Eight-year-old Liebele was sent with the young. Sarah would not 

abandon Liebele and followed.  

Sarah and Liebele were never heard from again 

 


